APPENDIX C
LORD PEimCK-LAWRENCE'S INTERPRETATION
May 17, 1946
The Secretary of State was asked: "Just as the
Provinces have the right to opt out of the groups,
will they have the right to secede from the Indian
Union, say within iwo years?"
Lord Pethick-Lawrence replied: "They will not
have the right to opt out in a period of two years.
What they will have the right to do is to ask for a
revision of the Constitution at the end of ten years."
Question: "Supposing Assam, which has a Con-
gress Ministry, decided not to come into a group with
Bengal, which has a Muslim League Ministry, would
Assam be allowed to join any other group?"
Ans: "The right to opt out comes later, for this
reason, that the whole picture should be understood
before the option is exercised."
Question: "Can a province, if it opts out of one
section, go into another section?"
Lord Pethick-Lawrence replied that if the right
was given to a province to opt into another section
and that other section did not want to receive it, a
rather awkward situation would arise. An answer to
the question was not laid down in the statement but
it would be open to the Constituent Assembly to deal
with it at the appropriate time.
Question: "If any province does not wish to join
the group in which it has been put, can it stay out?"
Ans.: "The provinces automatically come into the
sections "A", "B" and "C" which are set out in the
statement. Initially they are in the particular sec-
tions to which they are allocated in the statement and
that particular section will decide whether a group
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